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EMAIL TO THE WASHINGTON COLLEGE COMMUNITY

CPG Update — October 13, 2021

Happy Fall Break! We hope everyone enjoys a restful and safe long weekend. As head into the
break, here are some updates and reminders:

Fall Break Travel

If you are leaving campus for Fall Break, please be diligent about following standard safety
practices - wear your mask, keep your distance, wash/sanitize your hands frequently and
monitor for any COVID-like symptoms. Our community has done an excellent job of keeping
each other safe for the first half of the semester and we have every reason to think that we can
return from this break and keep that healthy trend going.

Health Services - Schedule and Options for Care

Health Services will be closed on Friday, 10/15 to allow that team some well-deserved rest. If
you need urgent care, they will be sending an email out tomorrow that lists a number of
options for care.

TESTING WILL REMAIN OPEN ON FRIDAY. If you have a scheduled test for Friday 10/15, please
be sure to arrive on time as the testing site will remain open from 9 AM to 3 PM.

INVALID TEST RESULT? An additional note from Health Services is that anyone who receives an
invalid result for their COVID test in the testing app should return immediately to the testing
site to have the test repeated.

Mask Policy

A friendly reminder that masks are required by all when indoors, regardless of vaccination status. So if
you enter a building, mask up. We are (still) in this together, and we need to hold ourselves accountable
to following the standards for masks. If you need a refresher on what constitutes an appropriate face
covering, please visit the CDC guidance. As noted in this information, single-layer bandanas and gaiters
are not considered appropriate face masks.

Policy on Overnight Guests

The policy prohibiting overnight guests (anyone who currently doesn't live on campus) remains
in place. Please note that there are limited exceptions being granted to this for official college
business. Any prospective student who does have an overnight visit is required to show proof of
vaccination.


https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/about-face-coverings.html
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While we evaluate these policies regularly, we can share that at this point it is unlikely that we
will make a change in this particular policy for this semester. With cooler temperatures on the
way, more activities moving indoors, and the Thanksgiving holiday break just around the
corner, we do not anticipate a change in conditions that will allow for this, especially given the
administrative requirements around managing vaccine documentation and contact notification
in the event of a positive case. It is something we know is important to you and we are looking
at ways to make this option available next semester.

Will Class Go On if Someone in There Tests Positive?

We have fortunately had no new cases for over a month, but for those who may be wondering
what the impact would be on a class if someone from within the class does test positive, here's
the answer. In most situations, yes, the class will still be held. The standard process includes
contact notification to anyone who is identified as a close contact of the individual that tested
positive (closer than 6' for more than 15 minutes). Anyone who is a close contact but is fully
vaccinated will not be required to quarantine, they should though continue to stay masked and
monitor for symptoms. If a close contact is unvaccinated, they will be required to quarantine.

There may of course be extenuating circumstances that would result in a canceled class or a
class that moves to a virtual format, and those decisions will be communicated to students
should they occur. But generally speaking, a single positive case will not result in a canceled
class.



