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Washington College Convocation 

Processional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Richard C. De Prospo, Ph.D.
Marshal, Professor of English and American Studies

The National Anthem . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Sarah Fronheiser ’28

Invocation . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Rev. Caitlan Gartland
Pastor, Presbyterian Church  
of Chestertown

Welcome  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Richard T. Wheeler ’86 
Chair of the Board of Visitors and Governors

Bryan L. Matthews, Ed.D. ’75 M’86 P’12  
President of the College

Presentation of the Class of 2030  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Johnnie Johnson
Vice President for Enrollment Management

Greetings .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Zachary Tipton ’27
President of the Student Government Association

Presentation of the  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Kathryn Lowry ’05
Alumni Horizon Ribbon Award 	 	Chair of the Washington College Alumni Board
Dr. Billie (Ricketts) Brice ’13 
Phaedra Michelle Scott ’14

Presentation of Academic Honors . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Kiho Kim, Ph.D. 
Alumni Medal 	 	Provost and Dean of the College 

Visitors and Governors Medal

Interfraternity - Panhellenic Council Awards

Keynote Address .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Rachel Durso, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Sociology
Recipient of the 2026 Alumni Association’s Award 
for Distinguished Teaching

Closing Remarks

Alma Mater  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Stevie Lyles ’26 (recorded)

Benediction  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Rev. Gartland

Recessional  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Marshal De Prospo

Reception to follow in Casey Academic Center
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Old Washington
 

Charles L. Atwater, 1926 
Arr. Garry E. Clarke H’88, 1995 

By the gleaming blue Chester River

On the Maryland Eastern Shore,

Stands a glorious Alma Mater

Whose name we will ever adore.

‘Tis a name that shone high in glory

When our country her freedom won.

And our College alone

Was the first one to own

To the fair name of Washington.

(Chorus)

So Washington, old Washington,

Our Washington we do adore.

We will fight for her honor,

As her sons and daughters have before.

So Washington, old Washington,

Our Washington forevermore,

She’s our dear Alma Mater

On the old Eastern Shore.
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Keynote Speaker
Rachel Durso, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Sociology

The 2026 winner of the Alumni Award for Distinguished 
Teaching, Rachel Durso is the chair of the Department 
of Sociology and oversees the pre-law program and the 
Justice, Law, and Society minor at Washington College. 
She earned her B.A. in History from the Honors Tutorial 
College at Ohio University in 2007, and both her M.A. 
and Ph.D. from The Ohio State University in 2009 and 
2014. Durso came to Washington College in 2014 and 
teaches courses ranging from Introduction to Sociology 
to various aspects of criminology including courses on 
Variant Behavior, Punishment, Juvenile Delinquency 
and Victimology. 

Earlier this year, Durso published Mass Incarceration 
in America, which explores the history of punishment 

and incarceration in America and the consequences of carceral control on our politics, society, 
and population. She is currently working on a second book that examines prison privatization. 
Durso also works on a multi-year grant project funded by the National Highway Traffic and Safety 
Administration in conjunction with the Washington College Geospatial Innovation Program and 
the Maryland Highway Safety Office. This project investigates how law enforcement officers use 
their discretion when conducting traffic enforcement and the general public’s experience with and 
knowledge of traffic enforcement in Maryland. 

Durso has published articles in Social Science Research; Studies in Law, Politics and Society; and 
Social Problems and has contributed chapters to multiple books. She also served as a grant reviewer 
for the National Science Foundation and co-organized conferences related to Digital Sociology at the 
Eastern Sociological Society Annual Meetings, the University of Pennsylvania, and the University of 
North Carolina, Chapel Hill. 

In addition to her work at Washington College, Durso serves as the President of the Board of 
Trustees for the Kent County Public Library and fosters dogs for the Mid-Atlantic Border Collie 
Rescue. She lives in Chestertown with her husband, daughter, and menagerie of animals.



4

Alumni Horizon Ribbon Award
Dr. Billie (Ricketts) Brice ’13

Principal, Sudlersville Middle School 

Born and raised on Maryland’s Eastern Shore, Dr. Billie 
(Ricketts) Brice has dedicated her career to education, 
leadership, and serving the communities that helped 
shape her. 

A first-generation college student, Billie attended 
Washington College, where she majored in Biology with 
a minor in Chemistry. Her time at Washington College 
extended well beyond the classroom. She worked in the 
Vivarium, was a sister of Zeta Tau Alpha, and served 
for several years as President of Habitat for Humanity, 
helping grow the organization into a strong campus 
outlet for service and volunteerism. She was also the Vice 
President of the Tri-Beta Biology Honor Society and a 
member of the Best Buddies club. Her leadership and 

commitment to the College community were recognized with both a Student Employee Award and a 
Student Leadership Award. 

After graduating in 2013, Billie began her career as a middle school science teacher through Teach 
For America. She went on to spend several years teaching science and robotics, experiences that 
built the foundation for her passion for instructional leadership and creating opportunities for 
students to succeed. 

Billie earned her Master of Science in Education in Secondary Education, along with her school 
administration certification, from Johns Hopkins University. In May 2023, she earned her Doctor of 
Education in Curriculum and Instruction from Liberty University. 

Her career eventually brought her from the classroom into school leadership. Before the age of 30, 
Billie became an Assistant Principal at Kent Island High School. She later served as Academic Dean at 
Queen Anne’s County High School, where she supported students and teachers while helping develop 
the next generation of educators. Today, she serves as Principal of Sudlersville Middle School and is 
beginning her second year leading the school. For Billie, the role is especially meaningful because of 
her deep roots on Maryland’s Eastern Shore and her commitment to giving back to the community 
she calls home. 

Billie is married to her high school sweetheart, Tyler Brice ’13, a fellow Washington College alumnus. 
Together, they have two children, Piper and Wyatt. The Washington College connection also runs in 
the family: Billie’s sister, Betsy Ricketts ’14, is also a proud alumna. 
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Alumni Horizon Ribbon Award
Phaedra Scott ’14

Phaedra Michelle Scott is a writer and dramaturg based 
in New York City. Her playwriting credits include Good 
Hair (Commissioned by the Alfred P. Sloan Foundation 
Grant & Ensemble Studio Theater, developed with 
Pipeline Playlab); Diaspora! (which received the 2024 
Elliot Norton Award for Outstanding New Play and 
was developed at the Great Plains Theater Conference); 
and Plantation Black (developed at SPACE on Ryder 
Farm, Playwrights Horizons, Seven Devils Playwrights 
Conference, and LobstahLab, the new play development 
retreat of Philadelphia’s InterAct Theatre Company, 
where Plantation Black had its world premiere in 
February).  

Other plays include The Puritans (commissioned by 
Sparkhaven Theater Company), Unity (commissioned by University of Massachusetts, Amherst), 
and Stompin’ At the Savoy (commissioned by Documentary Arts, and premiered at Delaware Theater 
Company in 2025). She is an alum of Playwrights Horizon’s New Works Lab, SPACE on Ryder Farm, 
and Pipeline PlayLab, and Youngblood with Ensemble Studio Theater.  

As a dramaturg, she has worked in new play development institutions around the country where 
she supports living writers. She is the Resident Dramaturg of New Harmony Project. Other credits 
include her work as a freelance producer with Audible Theater in the Emerging Playwrights Fund; 
select credits include dramaturgy with: MCC Theater (NYC), American Ballet Theater (NYC) New 
Victory Theater (NYC), New Dramatists (NYC), MTC Theater (NYC). The Playwrights Realm (NYC); 
Regional credits include: Geffen Playhouse (Los Angeles), Huntington Theater Company (Boston), 
Cleveland Play House, Utah Shakespeare Festival, Salt Lake Acting Company. Other credits include 
the Playwrights Center, Great Plains Theater Conference.  
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Class of 2030
Aiken, Zen A.
Chesapeake Beach, MD

Alguire, Miley N.
Pylesville, MD

Alvarado-Andrade, Karen M.
Trappe, MD

Alvarez Salsamendi, Julieta
Buford, GA

Aregawi, Blen S.
Middle River, MD

Arslan, Annum
Reston, VA

Austin, Hayden
Stevensville, MD

Avery, Colin P.
Liverpool, NY

Bach, Harrison S.
Lutherville Timonium, MD

Backof, Bella R.
Perry Hall, MD

Bader, Maximilian D. 
Baltimore, MD

Bailey, Jah-Torre L.
Mandeville, Jamaica

Bancroft, Myla L.
Saint Leonard, MD

Barnes, Brooke M.
Millersville, MD

Barnett, Addison M.
Freeland, MD

Beffer, Karle E.
Colora, MD

Benson, Thomas W.
Chestertown, MD

Berger, Annabelle F.
Manassas, VA

Berley, John Thomas A.
West Palm Beach, FL

Biddle, Nora R.
Newark, DE

Bostic, Alexandria C.
Aberdeen, MD

Bradford, Cody B, 
Parkville, MD

Brewer, Reagan R. 
Dover, DE

Brittingham, Matthew I.
Lewes, DE

Brosnan, Michael S.
Burlington, MA

Brown, Madison R. 
California, MD

Buck, James T.
Monkton, MD

Buckley, Colin F.
Chestertown, MD

Buckley, Grace M.
Manlius, NY

Budich, Jack O.
Hydes, MD

Burnett, Zoe E.
Hagerstown, MD

Burns, Brian S.
Upper Marlboro, MD

Buss, August 
Dover,DE

Byer, Cade H. 
Salisbury, MD

Campbell, Sean E.
Southbury, CT

Canary, Jasahn J.
Bound Brook, NJ

Candelas Perez, Alfonso
Chestertown, MD

Carranza, Juliana A.
Galena, MD

Castro-Lopez, Emily E.
Oxon Hill, MD

Cathell, Brooke H.
Berlin, MD

Cearley, Moriah
Ballston Spa, NY

Chilel Gonzalez, Daphny A.
Georgetown, DE

Chilelli, Victor E.
Lewes, DE

Chin, Kaylin C.
Burtonsville, MD

Cielecki, Jessica
Oley, PA

Cisse, Ahmadou B.
Annapolis, MD

Cockerham, Dominick G.
Wake Forest, NC

Collery, Owen W.
Upper Marlboro, MD

Colon, Catalina M.
Silver Spring, MD

Conner, Jonathan L. 
Rock Hall, MD

Connolly, Ava M. 
Wayne, NJ

Conrad, Noah J.
Bristow, VA

Coppage, Nicholas F.
Kennedyville, MD

Coppolino, Lukas J.
Bensalem, PA

Corkran, Nathan S.
Cambridge, MD

Corron, Brandt R.
Kennett Square, PA

Creighton, Zyair A. 
Baltimore, MD

Crichton, Leonard J.
Upper Marlboro, MD

Cunningham, Robert Q.
Hurlock, MD

Curet, James D.
Woodbridge, NJ

Dawson, Andrew S.
Wingate, MD

De Oliveira, Kaua G.
Vineyard Haven, MA

Delannoy, Mathilde
Sin Le Noble, Nord, France

Dietrich, Charlotte P.
Mount Pleasant, SC

Diorio, James A.
Newark, DE

Dixit, Madhav
Bangalore, India

Dolan, Fionn L.
Chestertown, MD

Dollar, Vance H.
Chesapeake City, MD

Dreisbach, Katelyn C.
Worton, MD

Dressel, William J.
Crozet, VA

Drummond, Kristen D. 
Mill Spring, NC

Ege, Morgan E.
Henderson, MD
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Elzey, Savannah R.
East New Market, MD

Epps, Braden S.
Downingtown, PA

Epps, Cole T.
Downingtown, PA

Esrar, Najiba
Ellicott City, MD

Everly, Christopher M. 
Atglen, PA

Fabrie, Patrick M.
Richmond, VA

Fagioli, Madison A.
Media, PA

Falstad, Aidan P.
Millington, MD

Felipe Cruz, Sebastian J.
Saint Johns, FL

Ferrari, Cian J.
Mansfield Center, CT

Foley, William S.
Baltimore, MD

Forrey, Reece G.
Ocean View, DE

Friedemann, Henry C.
Hockessin, DE

Gallo, Niland A.
Bishopville, MD

Galluzzi, Alessandro A.
Milan, Italy

Garcia Balderas, Dylan
Laurel, DE

Garcia, Julian A.
Reston, VA

Gatch, Aidan P.
Charlestown, MD

Gatchel, John V.
Annapolis, MD

Gates, Delia A.
Millington, MD

Geary, Collin M.
Wind Gap, PA

Glass, Camden J.
Canonsburg, PA

Gochitidze, Luka M.
Ellicott City, MD

Grace, Elizabeth J.
Schenectady, NY

Grant, Emma H.
Newtown Square, PA

Grant, Eric A.
Centreville, MD

Graves, Jessica L.
Leonardtown, MD

Guerry, Madeline R.
Mount Laurel, NJ

Haas, Chase J.
Bellmawr, NJ

Halstead, Jasmine A.
Baltimore, MD

Hargrove, Victoria D.
Lusby, MD

Harris, Amaiya R.
Magnolia, DE

Harris, Liam J.
Parkville, MD

Hartnett, Emily E.
Newark, DE

Hassina, Ahmed Taha
Ifrane, Morocco

Hatcher, Nikolaos
Liberty Township, OH

Heath, Aleasa I.
Ocean View, DE

Heineman, Alina R.
Pittsburgh, PA

Heister, Isabella S.
Spokane, WA

Hewish, Samuel B.
Langhorne, PA

Hoffmaster, Portia A.
Bear, DE

Honaker, Olivia M.
Wilmington, DE

Horan, Oliver C.
Lambertville, NJ

Hreben, Jordan J.
Marlton, NJ

Hughes, Katrina M.
Chesapeake City, MD

Hurst, Matthew M.
Ashburn, VA

Huss, Keegan S.
Pylesville, MD

Iorio, Raffaele E.
Laytonsville, MD

Jaena, Cameron J.
Wakefield, MA

Johnson, Liberty A.
Beachwood, NJ

Johnston, Evan T.
Knoxville, TN

Jones, Rachel E.
Rock Hall, MD

Jones, River G.
Clayton, DE

Joo, Faye D.
Seoul, South Korea

Jordan, Meghan A.
Seaford, DE

Kenney, Luke R.
Glen Mills, PA

Keough, Hampton L.
Lutherville Timon, MD

Kimmins, Ethan W.
Basehor, KS

King, Brennan J.
Church Hill, MD

Konopacki, Emma E.
Abingdon, MD

Korch, Brianna
Lincroft, NJ

Kousiou, Antonia
Athens, Greece

Lane, Ruby J.
Swarthmore, PA

Lange, Vanessa M.
Naples, FL

Laperle, Maris S.
New Haven, VT

Lee, Paige M.
Falls Church, VA

Liggett, Sophia A.
Greenville, SC

Lilly, Kisa E.
Glenn Dale, MD

Linger, Gabriela M.
California, MD

Lucas, Ava G.
Hagerstown, MD

Lundsfryd, Oscar A.
Klampenborg, Denmark

Lunsford-Mcbride, Dylan L.
Arnold, MD
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Lyon, Jaden D.
White Plains, MD

Mack, Ava K.
Gilbertsville, PA

MacSlarrow, Ainsley V.
Potomac, MD

Mancia, Eraida V.
Lanham, MD

Manuba, Naomi C.
Owings Mills, MD

Martinez Palma, Allisandra V.
Rockville, MD

McCall, Molly W.
Easton, MD

McCallion, Nils E.
Havertown, PA

McDonnell, Marina K.
Saylorsburg, PA

McKinery, Katherine A.
Middletown, DE

McNeel, Justin M.
Columbia, MD

McVey, Mica
Chestertown, MD

Mechan, Hannah E.
Toms River, NJ

Michel, Lucielle E.
Collegeville, PA

Mijatov Iven, Pira K.
Jackson Center, PA

Miller, Charlie M.
Cockeysville, MD

Mohammed-Pettus, Marcell L.
Baltimore, MD

Moore, Datris D,
Baltimore, MD

Moore, Emory W.
Middletown, MD

Moore, Madisyn V.
Trappe, MD

Moran, Amy
Hockessin, DE

Morrall, Anne G.
Hopkinton, NH

Nalawadi, Zachary N.
Williamsburg, VA

Neat, Kara T.
Nottingham, MD

Newton, Saya M.
Raleigh, NC

Nichols, JJ
Danville, PA

Nicholson, Xander P.
Hanover, MD

Nordhoff, Jasmine C.
Baltimore, MD

O’Donnell, Lindsey R.
Lebanon, NJ

O’Neil, Keller M.
Cabin John, MD

Otto, Daniela K.
Frederick, MD

Palmer, Noah S.
Centreville, MD

Payne, Silas E.
Chestertown, MD

Peace, Robert E.
Greenville, SC

Pearson, Lea S.
Centreville, MD

Perez, Cole M.
Leesburg, VA

Perez, Liliana
Baltimore, MD

Petzold, Leah
Middletown, NJ

Plá, Joseph R.
Upper Marlboro, MD

Poitevin, Daniel A.
Marblehead, MA

Prado, Octavia C.
Wilmington, DE

Price, Carson D.
Forest Hill, MD

Purcell, Marcus V.
Essex, MD

Ramsey, Shaun D.
Chestertown, MD

Raphael, Ezra C.
Philadelphia, PA

Rasin, Deja
Centreville, MD

Ravi, Sria E.
Simpsonville, SC

Rechtorovic, Ella B.
Fairplay, MD

Reza, Shazia B.
Sykesville, MD

Rigby, Kaleigh F.
Providenciales, Turks and Caicos

Robinson, Derrick B.
Accokeek, MD

Ross, Danica E.
Baltimore, MD

Rossi, Londin S.
Pasadena, MD

Sanchez, Victoria E.
Dearborn, MI

Santiago, Ian A.
Pleasantville, NJ

Sarier, Jordan A.
Stevensville, MD

Schulman, Adelaide M.
Baltimore, MD

Self, Makenzie E.
Knoxville, TN

Shafer, Austin M.
Chesapeake, VA

Shanklin, Madison G.
Baltimore, MD

Showalter, Jackson D.
Easton, MD

Siever, Caleb M.
Media, PA

Slutman, McKenna-Olivia A.
Wilmington, DE

Sobeck, Samantha K.
Gilbertsville, PA

Sosa, Valentina P.
Frederick, MD

Stockton, Hannah M.
Ballston Lake, NY

Strayer, David G.
Chestertown, MD

Sutker, Dylan A.
Columbia, MD

Swift, Eric W.
Millsboro, DE

Swisa, Nili G.
Wayne, PA

Tabor, Olivia L.
Pasadena, MD

Tilghman, Anna C.
Arnold, MD

Tinnes-Rimehaug, Aksel
Oslo, Norway

Tonkovich, Beckett R.
Boston, MA

Torregoza, Josie
Middle River, MD

Trevisan, Graysen R.
West Chester, PA

Turner, Lukas J.
Malvern, PA

Tyler, Georgia Lea F.
Mechanicsville, VA
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Underwood, Allyson A.
Jarrettsville, MD

Vasquez, Dafny J.
Easton, MD

Veasey, Anthony T.
Elkton, MD

Venini, Bryan J.
Oxford, PA

Walker, Addison G.
Round Hill, VA

Walker, Cailyn M.
Owings Mills, MD

Walls, Cameron M.
Bowie, MD

Walsh, Michael P.
Claymont, DE

Walter, Marian S.
Darlington, MD

Warner, Sophia M.
Malvern, PA

Warren, Alyssa C.
Virginia Beach, VA

Watkins, Evangeline M.
Aston, PA

Watson, Nina
Millersville, MD

Watson, Riley M.
Ellicott City, MD

Weaverling, Willow R.
Elkton, MD

Weiss, Dalton J.
Keswick, VA

Westmore, Abigail N.
Lewes, DE

Whorton, Elaina M.
Rock Hall, MD

Willis, Leila M.
Chestertown, MD

Winkler, Dennis T.
Forest Hill, MD

Winters, Emmitt C.
Ijamsville, MD

Wolfington, Lilly E.
Newtown Square, PA

Wright, Dylan C.
Mechanicsville, VA

Zhu, Hongrun
Zygala, Carter J.
Lutherville Timon, MD

Transfers
Mijatov Iven, Pira K.
Arnold, MD

Tinnes-Rimehaug, Aksel	
Oslo, Norway

Raphael, Ezra C.	
Philadelphia, PA

Gates, Delia A.
Millington, MD

Dietrich, Charlotte P.
Mount Pleasant, SC

Conner, Jonathan L.
Rock Hall	, MD

Diorio, James A.
Newark, DE

Wolfington, Lilly E.
Newtown Square, PA

Buss, August
Dover, DE

Lilly, Kisa E.
Glenn Dale, MD

Reza, Shazia B.
Skyesville, MD

Jones, Rachel E.
Rock Hall, MD

Mertins-Miller, Victoria
Locarno, SWITZERLAND

Whorton, Elaina M.
Rock Hall, MD

King, Brennan J.
Church Hill, MD

McVey, Mica C
Chestertown, MD

Nalawadi, Zachary N.
Williamsburg, VA

Jones, River G.
Clayton, DE

Curet, James D.
Woodbridge,NJ

Palmer, Noah S.
Centreville, MD

Watson, Riley M.
Ellicott City, MD

Byer, Cade H.
Salisbury, MD




