Political Science Grading Rubric
Final Score  
Student: 





Advisor: 
Political Science Senior Capstone Theses are graded on a point system for objectives that are met, for a total possible score of 100 points.  Letter grades will be based on the number of points students earn.  The written thesis makes up 85 percent of the final SCE grade.
Some objectives earn more points than others.  For example, on the last objective, students can earn a total of 10 points.  If a student earns 8.5, that score would be the equivalent of a B (85%).  If a student earns 16 points out of 20 on the “command of the literature” objective, this score would be the equivalent of earning a B- (80%).  
Final thesis title: 
	Objectives
	Total Points 

Written Comments
	Points 

Assigned

	Research Question and Thesis Statement:  Does the student develop a clear and focused research question related to an important area or subfield of political science? Is the thesis statement well developed?


	5 points.
	

	Methodology:  Does the student employ an appropriate methodology to answer the research question? Does the student fully explain the rationale for using the method in the thesis?
	5 points.

	

	Command of Literature: Does the student place the research question within the context of relevant political science literature?  Does the literature review provide a fair picture of the state of knowledge on the topic and closely related topics?
	20 points.

	

	Use of Sources:  Does the student use a variety of appropriate sources or too few?  Specifically, does the student rely mainly on peer-reviewed sources?
	5 points.
	

	Citation:  Does the student completely and responsibly cite references and use the proper citation style required by the department?  This criterion applies to format only; systematic failure to cite the work of others will lead to failure of the SCE.
	5 points

	

	Analysis:  Is the analytical framework clear and appropriate?  Does the thesis avoid mere description and instead offer analysis for the political topic under study?  Does the student provide adequate evidence from secondary research sources for each line of reasoning?  Does the student employ tools of original analysis (such as data analysis or analysis of primary sources) when appropriate (such as those students pursuing Honors)?
	25 points

	

	Organization:  Is the thesis 
well-organized and focused?  Is there an introduction that clearly states the research question and lays out a clear outline of the larger thesis?  Is the thesis clearly organized in sections with headings?  Is there a logical flow between the sections?  Does the conclusion offer a lucid summation of the thesis?
	5 points
	

	Writing Style:  Is the writing style clear, concise, and focused?  Is the writing grammatically correct and largely error-free?  Has the quality of writing improved throughout the process?
	20 points

	

	Deadlines and Timeliness:  Has the student met deadlines in a consistent and timely fashion?  Has the student been fully engaged in the learning process with the thesis advisor, coming prepared to regular individualized meetings?
	10 points

	

	TOTAL SCORE
	
	


Final grades will be determined by numerical scores using a standard grading scale:  A+ (97 to 100 points); A (93-96 points); A- (90-92); B+ (88-89); B (83-87); B- (80-82); C+ (78-79), etc.  Capstones that earn fewer than 60 points will fail.  
