To: Rising Senior International Studies Majors
From: Dr. Christine Wade, Acting Director, International Studies Program
Re: Your Senior Capstone Experience for AY 2014-15
Date: April 22, 2014
The International Studies Senior Capstone Experience (SCE) is designed to provide
majors with the opportunity to enrich their academic experience through the development
of an original research project and accompanying presentation. The capstone project
allows students to explore questions raised during their coursework and/or study abroad
experiences through a year long, independent project. Beyond exploring a topic on an
international issue of interest, the IS capstone is designed to help students further develop
their research, writing, presentation, and organizational skills.
With the direction of a faculty advisor, majors may choose from one of three options in
fulfillment of the SCE requirement. Those options and the common requirements for the
IS Seminar are detailed below. All majors will be required to present their final research
project at the International Studies Symposium at the end of the academic year. Majors
who intend to graduate in December must complete the thesis option.
All Senior Capstone Projects are due at 4:00pm Friday, April 3, 2015.
All Seniors are required to present their SCE projects at a symposium on Monday, April
13, 2015 at 6:30pm in the Toll Atrium
Common SCE Requirements:
Regardless of the option majors elect to pursue, there are four common requirements that
all majors must complete. Please note that items 1-3 are completed during the IS
Seminar.
1. Proposal. Students must develop a detailed description of the capstone project that
will serve as a blueprint for the SCE. It should contain a working title, a brief
introduction of your topic, a presentation of your thesis (i.e., your argument, or
the central questions that you will attempt to answer), an explanation of the
significance of the project, a brief discussion of what has been written about the
topic, a discussion of the methodology to be employed, a tentative outline or
timeline (as applicable), and a preliminary bibliography.
2. Annotated Bibliography. Students will evaluate the value of 10-15 sources to your
project through a cursory overview of each source and a description of its
contribution to your research.
3. Literature Review. Students will develop a literature review based on their
annotated bibliographies.
4. Presentation. Students will present their SCE projects at a symposium.

Capstone Options
I. The Thesis. The International Studies thesis is a work of original research that
investigates a significant political, economic, historical, or cultural issue in international
studies. Students will develop their topic in consultation with a faculty advisor, though
the thesis is generally intended to be an independent research project. A senior thesis in
International Studies must embody three aspects: the descriptive, the analytical, and the
evaluative. It must describe a question to be researched (not just a topic), analyze existing
answers to the question (including through a formal literature review) and evidence in
support of a hypothesis developed by the student, and evaluate one’s own claims versus
those of others. While appropriate length should be determined by the nature and scope
of the topic, theses are required to be a minimum of 30 pages (excluding preliminary
pages, bibliography and any appendices). Students will present their theses as a poster
presentation at the senior symposium. Additional information about the thesis is available
in Appendix A.
Students who are double majors with one of the modern languages may opt to write a
joint thesis in that language, provided they can identify a willing advisor. In that case, the
thesis must be accompanied by a 1,500-word synopsis in English. Presentations for the
International Studies portion of the capstone must also be prepared in English.
Students pursuing honors in International Studies who are double majors with one of the
modern languages are required to prepare a 2,500-word synopsis in English and will
defend their thesis in English.
II. The Portfolio. The portfolio option is designed for students who are up to the
challenge of finding the intersections to their academic studies, experiential learning, and
goals for the future. This option requires students to think about and examine the
wholeness of their experience as an IS major and pushes them to critically examine their
experiences with additional reflection and analysis. Students pursuing the portfolio option
are not eligible to complete a joint SCE with another department.
Students who select this option should do so prior to studying abroad in order to identify
an issue or area for the Global Knowledge section of the portfolio that they will want to
develop in their SCE. Students should think of the portfolio as a whole and develop a
coherent proposal that aligns all parts with a central focus, based on their individual
interests and experiences. For example, a student could choose to focus on development,
security, linguistic issues, nationalism, etc. It may also be possible for students to identify
a theme after completion of study abroad, but options at that point may be more limited.
Complete IS Portfolio SCEs will include the following four components: SelfIntroduction and Goals; Global Knowledge; Global Experience; and Intercultural
Development. A detailed description of these components and accompanying
assignments are available in Appendix B.

III. The Self-Designed Project. Self-designed capstones combine academically
informed research with an applied, practical project. In integrating research with practice,
students may pursue a variety of different projects. Possible projects might include an art
installation, documentary or short film, social justice campaign, ethnography, or
volunteer project. Students double-majoring in IS-ANT may pursue a combined project
with the permission of the Director of International Studies and the Chair of
Anthropology. Beyond the common requirements there are two written requirements for
this option: 1) a 2,000 word synopsis of the project due at the end of fall semester (prior
to the execution of the project) and 2) a 2,000 word self-evaluation of the project due
following the completion of the project. Further details about this option are available in
Appendix C.
*Note: This option is only recommended for those students with strong organizational
skills and requires that majors identify an advisor willing to supervise the project.
Majors with a cumulative grade point average of 3.5 or higher may elect to stand for
departmental honors with either the thesis or self-designed project options. Portfolios are
not eligible for honors. Students pursuing the honor’s option will be required to sit for an
oral defense and respond to questions and criticism by faculty committee members.
Students who wish to attempt an honors thesis must make their intention known to
their adviser no later than February 6, 2015. It is expected that an honors SCE will
involve the use of primary sources and/or foreign language material, link the topic to
broader theoretical frameworks or literatures, and reflect an element of originality in
analysis, interpretation, or evaluation. A student who has decided to attempt honors may
withdraw that declaration at any time. No one, however, will be permitted to select the
honors option after February 6, 2015. Students who are candidates for honors on the
SCE will take an oral examination on their project before a faculty panel, normally on the
day after the last day of classes. Those students who are successful will receive a grade of
"Pass with Honors" and be eligible for "departmental" honors. Students who do not earn
honors will receive a grade of "Pass."

Appendix A- The Thesis
Students are reminded that plagiarism in any form will be severely punishable. Any evidence of
willful plagiarism will be grounds for failure, which, at minimum, would require the pursuit of a
new senior thesis under a new advisor and could lead to expulsion from the College without a
degree.
First semester seniors who plan to complete their studies in December, and any senior who will
not be in residence during the second semester of the senior year, should see the Program
Director to set a revised time-line for completion of each stage of the thesis.
The Program Director can take no responsibility for the acceptability of papers prepared
without regular use of the adviser's counseling and without adherence to the deadlines listed
above.
If a student wishes to pursue a joint thesis, s/he should coordinate with the Director of
International Studies and the head of the other program or department involved. If the senior
capstone project in the other department is also a thesis, and that department chair agrees, the
student may pursue a joint project which results in either one thesis acceptable to both
departments/programs or two overlapping versions of the thesis, tailored for the respective
departments/programs. If the obligation in the other department is something other than a thesis,
then the student will have to complete two separate senior capstone projects, including a thesis for
International Studies.
The final draft of your thesis is to be printed on white paper in high quality print, double-spaced,
with pages numbered. The first page of each chapter should have both a chapter number and a
title in larger, bold type, centered on the page. Be sure you have made all corrections before
printing; pen-and-ink corrections in the final copy are not acceptable.
The thesis must be properly documented with footnotes and it must include a Bibliography at the
end (alphabetized and in proper format). Consult with your thesis adviser about the specific
citation style appropriate to the disciplinary approach of your thesis topic. A senior thesis that
does not demonstrate competence in scholarly citation will not pass.
The thesis must also contain a title page, which includes the full statement of the Washington
College Honor Pledge and your signature. A sample title page is attached to this document;
please adapt it for your use. The thesis document must also contain an abstract that includes
separately listed keywords.
Your adviser will let you know whether or not your thesis has passed by the last day of spring
classes. If your thesis merits a passing mark, then you will be required to submit the final,
approved version to Miller Library for electronic archiving as per instructions you will receive
from your adviser.
Thesis deadlines:

Nov 3: 10-page draft due
Dec 11: 20-page draft due
February 27: Complete draft due
March 25: Draft poster presentation due
April 3: Completed thesis and presentation due

The Thesis Proposal
There are seven parts to your thesis proposal. A good proposal sets the tone for a successful
thesis. Your proposal should clearly outline your research agenda and demonstrate the
importance of your research. Ultimately, an adapted version of this proposal will become the first
chapter of your thesis.
Part I. Summary (1-2 pages)
This section should summarize your thesis topic. Remember, this is the first thing that a reader
will read about your research. It should be engaging and direct.
Part II. Research Questions or Hypothesis (1-2 pages)
This section introduces the subject matter that your thesis will cover. If you have hypotheses,
they should be clearly stated here. If not, then your research question(s) should be clearly stated.
Part III. Importance of Research (1-2 pages)
This section of your proposal should justify your research. What is it about your research that is
significant or important? Is there a void in the literature? Has some authority in the field stated
that there is need for this research?
Part IV. Literature Review (5-6 pages)
This section discusses significant prior research related to your topic. You should conduct a
fairly extensive search on your topic, summarizing the major themes and findings on your
subject. You should also draw attention to any holes or flaws in the existing research.
Part V. Methodology (2-3 pages)
This section outlines how you propose to conduct your research. Will you be using a
questionnaire? Conducting interviews? Using primary sources? Your approach should be
explained clearly. You should operationalize any key variables here. You should also present
your vision for the general structure of the thesis, outlining what information will appear in
subsequent chapters.
Part VI. Tentative Conclusions (1-2 pages)
This section allows you to offer tentative conclusions on your research. What do you expect to
find? What are the possible problems with your research?
Part VII. Bibliography
Your bibliography is an extremely important part of your thesis, and should not be an
afterthought. All works consulted and cited in your research should appear in your bibliography.

Sample Title Page
Title:
Sub-Title (if one)

A thesis submitted to the Faculty of
the International Studies Program in
partial fulfillment of the requirements
of the degree of Bachelor of Arts

By
(Your name)
Washington College
April (day), 2015
Adviser: Dr. (insert adviser name)

I pledge my word of honor that I have
abided by the Washington College Honor
Code while completing this assignment.
--------------------------------------------------------------------(Your signature)

APPENDIX B: The Portfolio
The portfolio option is designed for students who are up to the challenge of finding the
intersections to their academic studies, experiential learning, and goals for the future.
This option requires students to think about and examine the wholeness of their
experience as an IS major and pushes them to critically examine their experiences with
additional reflection and analysis.
Students who select this option should do so prior to studying abroad in order to identify
an issue or area for the Global Knowledge section of the portfolio that they will want to
develop in their SCE. Students should think of the portfolio as a whole and develop a
coherent proposal that aligns all parts with a central focus, based on their individual
interests and experiences. For example, a student could choose to focus on development,
security, linguistic issues, nationalism, etc. It may also be possible for students to identify
a theme after completion of study abroad, but options at that point may be more limited.
Complete IS Portfolio SCEs will include the following four components, with additional
information about deadlines and submission methods indicated below:
Introduction Section: Self-Introduction and Goals
This section demonstrates students’ ability to connect their experiences and knowledge
from their IS coursework to goals beyond their undergraduate degree.
• Short essay of introduction of yourself as a student and your goals after college.
(approximately 3 double-spaced pages)
• Resume that incorporates your international experiences
• Mock cover letter/graduate school essay
• Short-form writing sample (can be adapted from an earlier class essay)
Global Knowledge Section
This section permits students to demonstrate in-depth knowledge of one specific
knowledge area (issue) pertaining to the region or country on which the student wishes to
focus, and a country/region in which they have studied abroad.
• One-page cover sheet that concisely introduces the knowledge area and lists the
title of the paper/project included in this section below.
• Annotated bibliography (minimum 10 sources)
• Literature review
• Paper/project adapted from study abroad on the issue/theme, or new original
paper on the issue (15 double-spaced pages)
Global Experience Section
This section allows students to demonstrate their ability to map the organization with
which they have partnered/worked for their experiential learning component.
• This component of the portfolio will include either a poster presentation or an
organizational map (see sample links below). In either case, this component
should focus on the experiential learning activity undertaken by the student. S/he

•
•
•
•

should prepare a poster or conduct an organizational mapping exercise with
regard to that institution.
A bibliography of approximately 10 sources should be established and used to
provide the theoretical background necessary for preparing the poster or map.
The student will also be required to present the poster or map in a 10-15 minute
presentation during the end-of-year symposium.
http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
http://www.accme.org/sites/default/files/null/Organizational Mapping Exercise
worksheet_11x17.pdf

Intercultural Development Component
By preparing this portfolio component, students will be able to demonstrate how they
have come to understand their own identity and place in the world through their study
abroad and experience learning components for their degree.
• Voiceover PPT or video (5-8 minutes) articulating how they have come to
understand their own identity and place in the world through their study abroad
and experiential learning components for their degree.
OR
•

•

•
•
•

•

Blog/Journal. While abroad, IS students maintain a blog or journal to which they post
regularly (bi-weekly at a minimum).
This journal does not need to include a personal account of the experiences abroad,
but it must include:
language learning experiences (goals for the coming week - e.g. specific linguistic
challenges planned, vocabulary, grammar, idioms, slang - and accomplishments of
the previous week)
cross-cultural observations and reflection on them
contributions to personal and other goals set before leaving
Upon their return, students should continue making journal entries in their blogs. The
entries will provide a reflection on the feelings associated with “re-entry”, the
changes they might make once back, the traditions adopted from their host country,
and/or a reflection on the ideas they now have about their home country.
In addition to maintaining the blog throughout the first semester of the senior year,
students will submit a two-page reflective and summary statement on the maintenance
of language learning goals once back and a summary statement of the goals they
achieved/did not achieve during study abroad. Those documents are due at the end of
the semester.

Portfolio Completion Time-line for Spring Graduates: (note: fall graduates may not choose this
option)

•
•
•

September 22: Portfolio proposal submitted
December 11 at 4:00pm: Global Knowledge Section and Intercultural Component
Due
March 5: Complete draft of portfolio due

•
•
•

March 25: Draft presentation due
April 3: Final portfolio due
April 13: IS SCE Symposium – portfolio students present Global Experience poster

Checklist for the 12 Required Components of the Portfolio Capstone:
1. Short essay of introduction of yourself as a student and your goals after college.
a. Approximately 3 double-spaced pages
2. Resume that incorporates your international experiences*
3. Mock cover letter/graduate school essay*
4. Short-form writing sample
a. Can be adapted from an earlier class essay
5. One-page cover sheet that concisely introduces the knowledge area and lists the title
of the paper/project included in this section below.
6. Knowledge Area Annotated bibliography*
a. Minimum 10 sources
7. Knowledge Area Literature review*
a. Number of sources will vary based on topic, but generally the number in the
annotated bibliography
8. Knowledge Area Paper/project adapted from study abroad on the issue/theme, or new
original paper on the issue*
a. 15 double-spaced pages
9. Experiential learning activity Poster or organizational map
a. http://www.ncsu.edu/project/posters/
b. http://www.accme.org/sites/default/files/null/Organizational Mapping
Exercise worksheet_11x17.pdf
10. Poster or organizational map bibliography
a. Approximately 10 sources used to provide the theoretical background
necessary for preparing the poster or map.
11. Experiential learning activity poster or organizational map presentation
a. A 10-15 minute presentation during the end-of-year symposium.
12. Intercultural Sensitivity Voiceover PPT, video, or blog
*indicates components that are completed or drafted in connection with the IS Seminar.

The Portfolio Proposal
The Portfolio Proposal must discuss both the thematic scope and the research element of
the portfolio. It must also provide a detailed discussion of how the student plans to fulfill
each of the four required components.
Part I: Introduction and Discussion of Goals of the Portfolio (1-2 pages)
This section focuses on a discussion of the goals and how that has influenced the scope of
your portfolio. Additionally, students should identify the subject matter for their shortform writing sample, and explain how it relates to the overall scope of the portfolio.
Part II: Global Knowledge Section (3-4 pages)
This section should include a description of your paper topic as well as a preliminary
discussion of the relevant theoretical literature for your research. A brief bibliography
should be included at the end of this section.
Part III: Global Experience Section (1-2 pages)
In this section, you should identify the experiential learning activity you intend to map in
your Global Experience Section and discuss how the experiential component reflects the
goals and theme of the portfolio. Intregration of scholarly literature will be required to
complete this section of the final portfolio. Students are encouraged to include a
preliminary discussion of the sort of literature expected to be examined, and to include a
short bibliography at the end of this section.
Part IV: Intercultural Development Component (2-3 pages)
This section should provide a description of your intercultural development component,
including which option you plan to pursue and how this component ties into other
required components.
	
  

APPENDIX C: The Self-Designed Project
The self-designed project allows students to integrate course material and their
experiences abroad with a project that spans the senior year. The subject matter should
address a significant issue in international studies from an interdisciplinary perspective.
Students must demonstrate the intellectual merits of the project by linking it to theoretical
or scholarly literature. Projects might include a public awareness campaign, an art
installation, documentary or short film, social justice campaign, ethnography or volunteer
project. Students wishing to pursue this option must identify a faculty advisor who is able
and willing to supervise the project. Students must also demonstrate the appropriate skill
set to accomplish the proposed project.
The self-designed project proposal must contain: 1) a clearly stated rationale for the
project; 2) an explanation of the intellectual basis for the project; 3) a discussion of the
feasibility of conducting and completing the project; 4) a budget of any costs associated
with the project;* 5) a proposed timeline for the project; and 6) a means of assessing the
project.
Beyond the common requirements for the IS SCE, there are two additional written
requirements for this option: 1) a 2,000 word synopsis of the project due December 11 at
4:oopm (prior to the execution of the project); and 2) a 2,000 word self-evaluation of the
project due following the completion of the project (no later than 4:00pm, April 3).
Students will present their projects as a poster presentation (which may include a media
component) at the end of year symposium.

*Modest funding may be available for pursuit of a self-designed project from the
International Studies program, the Goldstein Program, or other campus resources, but the
pursuit of such funding is the responsibility of the student.

