WASHINGTON COLLEGE
CHESTERTOWN, MARYLAND 21620
May 10, 2013
TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

Rising Senior International Studies Majors
Dr. Andrew Oros, Director, International Studies Program
Your Senior Capstone Experience for AY 2013-14

The crafting of an in-depth, substantial research paper – as well as presentation of your ideas-inprogress and regular meetings with your senior thesis advisor – during the senior year is the special
graduation requirement for all International Studies majors. This memorandum discusses the purpose
of the senior capstone experience (SCE) and provides an explanation of the methods and deadlines for
fulfilling it. Please read this memo carefully and in its entirety. In particular, note that choosing the
topic of your capstone should be well underway, and that you must be ready to present your
working ideas on your thesis on the first day of the International Studies seminar in the fall.
In the academic setting, the writing process represents a crucial learning tool as well as a means
of communication. In other words, there is a direct correlation between clear thinking and good
writing. One important purpose of a student-initiated, long-term research project, which is designed to
be completed in the senior year, is to provide all international studies majors with resources for
strengthening their academic growth by developing the ability to use writing as a way of discovering
and developing their ideas and communicating those ideas effectively to others.
A senior capstone project, as required by the International Studies Program for all its majors, is
one wherein students either delve into topics covered in previous classes in greater depth or explore
new topics beyond their regular coursework. Unlike essentially passive approaches to learning such as
reading or listening to lectures, the senior thesis actively involves the student in a long-term, substantial
project of research, writing, and oral presentation. Using reading, writing, research and discussion
(with the faculty supervisor and others) interchangeably and regularly, students gain the necessary
skills to develop important skills for all college graduates and for those ready to embark on the
beginning of their professional careers.
The Program’s senior capstone requires all International Studies majors to design independently
their own individual projects and to pursue them under the supervision of a faculty advisor. I want to
stress at the outset the dual nature of this design as both elements are required components of the
capstone project: First, that the selection of the subject matter for inquiry falls entirely upon the
student, who will benefit from the delegation of responsibility, freedom and creativity, direct contact
with faculty outside class, immersion in topics of their interest and selection, and the unique
opportunity that research provides. Second, that the project must be pursued in regular consultation
with a faculty advisor. Even an exceptional thesis project will not receive a passing grade if it is
completed without the regular input of a faculty advisor. It is the view of the Program that an
important part of the process of the senior capstone project is one-on-one interaction between the
student and a faculty advisor.
A senior thesis in International Studies must embody three aspects: the descriptive, the
analytical, and the evaluative. It must describe a question to be researched (not just a topic), analyze
existing answers to the question (including through a formal “literature review”) and evidence in
support of a hypothesis developed by the student, and evaluate one’s own claims versus those of others.
A complete senior thesis must total at least 50 pages of double-spaced text, plus a bibliography,
title page, table of contents, and one-paragraph abstract with keywords set aside.
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To help assure successful completion of the senior capstone requirement, you are required to
follow the following procedures and to meet the specific deadlines set out below as you move toward
the completion of your senior thesis.
1. Junior Year. Majors should use planned coursework and study abroad/internship experiences to
think seriously about possible thesis topics. You are encouraged to “test out” a thesis topic by writing
an essay or term paper in one of your courses to evaluate your level of interest and to refine your ideas
on the topic. Majors must decide on a thesis topic by the first week of their senior year.
2. Senior Year First Semester. Majors are required to take INT 491, International Studies Seminar,
during the first semester of the senior year. The purpose of this course is to examine modern theories
and approaches in the inter-disciplinary field of international studies. The course includes a discussion
of the nature of theory and its application to international studies. Problems involved in defining this
field of study and in developing empirical theory for it will be analyzed. Topics to be covered will
include development of theory, research design, research techniques, and source materials. The course
is not intended solely to teach the craft of research in preparation for work on the senior capstone, but
also to provide time and guidance towards the generation of a full draft thesis. Students are expected
to submit a carefully prepared thesis proposal as well as a complete working draft of their thesis
as part of the work of this course. Your specific topic should be formulated in consultation with a
member of the International Studies faculty who, whenever possible, will then be assigned as your
thesis supervisor.
3. August 26, 2013. You will present your working ideas for your senior capstone project in the
International Studies Seminar. [See assignment details attached to this memo.] You are also asked to
indicate your first and second choice of professors from among the International Studies faculty to
serve as your thesis supervisor. The Director of the International Studies program will honor this
request whenever possible, but must also take into consideration the expertise of faculty members and
the need to achieve a fair distribution of workload among faculty supervisors.
4. By September 9, 2013. You will be assigned a thesis supervisor. Please confer with your
assigned thesis adviser at least once before submitting your formal thesis proposal.
5. September 23, 2013. You are required to submit to the Director of International Studies the thesis
proposal you have developed in INT 491, using the format established there. (See IS handout: “The
Thesis Proposal” attached to this memo.) It is expected that the thesis proposal you submit will be
the one you actually pursue. Students will not be given permission to change their topics except
for the most compelling reasons.
6. September 30, 2013. . Research plan due for the first empirical chapter of your thesis. Please
confer with your assigned thesis adviser at least once before submitting this research plan.
7. November 4, 2013. You will submit in the IS Seminar one substantive chapter of your thesis
beyond the introduction/literature review. This may be an extended history/background chapter (if
planed) or a case chapter (if planned) or an analysis of data. The chapter should include your name
and date, be double-spaced, and should include footnotes and a bibliography. Failure to conform to
this deadline will lower your course grade in the IS Seminar.
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8. December 12, 2013. By this date you must have submitted to Professor Oros a complete working
draft of your senior thesis, including footnotes and bibliography. See the IS Seminar syllabus for
details on the required components of a “working draft”.
9. By January 27, 2014. Students will receive written feedback from their thesis adviser on the
working draft of their thesis with indications made of the changes required to the thesis to fulfill the
senior capstone requirement. Students will also receive a completed “in progress” thesis evaluation
rubric to provide specific feedback on 9 critical areas on which the thesis is evaluated. *A minimum
passing score for the SCE is 30 points on the final evaluation rubric.*
10. By February 10, 2014. Students wishing to pursue program honors on their thesis must express
these intentions in writing (or by email) to the Director of International Studies and include a revised
and updated version of their thesis proposal which will be circulated to a committee of IS faculty
members for comment in preparing your final thesis draft and oral defense.
11. By March 3, 2014. By this date you must have submitted to your thesis adviser a complete draft
of your thesis that includes all required aspects of a passing thesis – title page with abstract and
keyworks, table of contents, at least 50 pages of text, and a complete bibliography. This draft will be
evaluated by your thesis adviser by March 22 and comments provided to indicate what revisions are
necessary for completion of the senior capstone project. Any student who fails to submit a complete
draft by this date will be reported to the Academic Dean of the College to take appropriate
action. In the past, this has resulted in a letter of warning to the delinquent student and his or her
parents that the thesis adviser, the Program Director, and the College can no longer ensure that
sufficient time remains for the successful completion of this requirement before May 2014 graduation
ceremonies.
12. By April 18, 2014. Your final, completed senior thesis is due to your thesis advisor.
This is the ABSOLUTE DEADLINE by which to submit the final draft of your thesis. The
Program director insists that everyone who hopes to graduate in May abide strictly by this deadline.
NO GRACE PERIOD WILL BE GRANTED EXCEPT BY A DOCUMENTED MEDICAL OR
FAMILY EMERGENCY.
**Students wishing to have their theses considered for program honors must submit two copies of the
final version of their thesis to the Director of International Studies, in addition to the copy submitted to
your thesis adviser.
14. April 18-May 1, 2014. During this period your adviser will evaluate your thesis and make the
determination of its acceptability. Papers are judged as either "acceptable" or "not yet acceptable."
Papers which are acceptable will receive a grade of Pass. Any student who does not complete the
senior capstone – either because a completed paper was judged unacceptable or because a paper was
simply not completed in time – will not graduate with his or her class. THERE WILL BE NO
EXCEPTION TO THIS RULE. You are to email an electronic copy of your senior thesis to Miller
Library after it has received approval from your thesis supervisor. S/he will provide the final
submission instructions upon your thesis receiving a passing grade. Students also will receive a copy
of the final version of the thesis evaluation rubric completed by your thesis adviser.
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Important Points Regarding the Senior Thesis
Students are reminded that plagiarism in any form will be severely punishable. Any evidence of
willful plagiarism will be grounds for failure, which, at minimum, would require the pursuit of a new
senior thesis under a new advisor and could lead to expulsion from the College without a degree.
First semester seniors who plan to complete their studies in December, and any senior who will
not be in residence during the second semester of the senior year, should see the Program Director
to set a revised time-line for completion of each stage of the capstone project.
The Program Director can take no responsibility for the acceptability of papers prepared
without regular use of the adviser's counseling and without adherence to the deadlines listed
above.
Students who wish to attempt an honors thesis, as an alternative to the regular senior thesis,
must make their intention known to their adviser no later than February 10, 2014. It is expected that
an honors thesis will involve the use of primary sources and/or foreign language material, link the
topic to broader theoretical frameworks or literatures, and reflect an element of originality in analysis,
interpretation, or evaluation. The adviser must approve the project and agree to supervise the thesis
for honors consideration. A student who has decided to attempt an honors thesis may change his or
her mind at any time and switch to the preparation of a regular senior thesis. No one, however, will
be permitted to select the honors option after February 10, 2014. Students who are candidates for
honors on the thesis will take an oral examination on their project, normally on the day after the last
day of classes. The International Studies faculty who read the thesis will participate in the
determination of whether or not it is worthy of honors. Those students who are successful will receive
a grade of "Pass with Honors" and be eligible for "departmental" honors. Students who do not earn
honors will receive a grade of "Pass." Students who wish to graduate with Honors in International
Studies must earn Honors on the senior thesis, as well as earning honors grades in international studies
courses.
If a student wishes to pursue a double major, s/he should coordinate with the Director of
International Studies and the head of the other program or department involved. If the senior capstone
project in the other department is also a thesis, and that department chair agrees, the student may
pursue a joint project which results in either one thesis acceptable to both departments/programs or
two overlapping versions of the thesis, tailored for the respective departments/programs. If the
obligation in the other department is something other than a thesis, then the student will have to
complete two separate senior capstone projects, including a thesis for International Studies.
Additional materials attached to this memo in relation to the thesis project:
 Appendix 1: Short assignment for first day of the IS Seminar – working topic idea(s)
 Appendix 2: The thesis proposal
 Appendix 3: Thesis format guidelines
 Appendix 4: Sample title page for your senior thesis
 Appendix 5: “Thinking like a researcher”
 Appendix 6: Tips for writing your senior thesis
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Appendix 1:
Short Assignment for First Day of IS Seminar (8/26/13)
After an initial introduction to the course, each student will be expected to discuss with the class
his/her working ideas for a thesis topic for approximately five minutes. This is a graded exercise.
Each student is expected to address the following points:
1. In two or three sentences, what is the general topic(s) being considered?
* At this point (on the first day), it is acceptable to outline 1-3 possible topics for discussion,
addressing each of the questions below for each topic.
2. Is this a topic about which you already have written in a classroom setting?
3. What are 2-3 central questions about the topic you find interesting and worthy of further research?
4. What are 2-3 articles, books, or web-sites you have consulted about this topic so far?
- What aspects of these sources do you like? What, if anything, do you find lacking?
- How will your project build on or differ from these sources?
5. Have you developed any further concrete ideas about your senior thesis – such as sections to be
addressed in your formal proposal, possible chapter breakdowns, further sources to consider?
6. Do you have any questions or ideas about which you would like to ask the opinion of the seminar
participants?
** Informed and prepared participation in this exercise will begin the graded component of this
course. For example, coming to class with no clear ideas of a topic will result in an F; coming with
some ideas, but not formulated to the six questions posed above would result in a D.

I encourage you to consult the course textbook for tips on choosing a topic:
- Charles Lipson, How To Write a BA Thesis: A Practical Guide from Your First Ideas to Your
Finished Paper. Chicago, University of Chicago Press, 2005. 402pp. $19pb ($11.53 at Amazon.com
also available in Kindle version for $9.99.)
 Lipson: Ch 1, “Introduction” (3pp), Ch 7, “Every Thesis Should Have a Thesis” (10pp)
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Appendix 2:
The Thesis Proposal
(due as part of the IS Seminar on 9/23/2013)
There are seven parts to your thesis proposal. A good proposal sets the tone for a successful
thesis. Your proposal should clearly outline your research agenda and demonstrate the
importance of your research. Ultimately, an adapted version of this proposal will become the
first chapter of your thesis.
Part I. Summary (1-2 pages)
This section should summarize your thesis topic. Remember, this is the first thing that a
reader will read about your research. It should be engaging and direct.
Part II. Research Questions or Hypothesis (1-2 pages)
This section introduces the subject matter that your thesis will cover. If you have
hypotheses, they should be clearly stated here. If not, then your research question(s) should
be clearly stated.
Part III. Importance of Research (1-2 pages)
This section of your proposal should justify your research. What is it about your research
that is significant or important? Is there a void in the literature? Has some authority in the
field stated that there is need for this research?
Part IV. Literature Review (5-6 pages)
This section discusses significant prior research related to your topic. You should conduct a
fairly extensive search on your topic, summarizing the major themes and findings on your
subject. You should also draw attention to any holes or flaws in the existing research.
Part V. Methodology (2-3 pages)
This section outlines how you propose to conduct your research. Will you be using a
questionnaire? Conducting interviews? Using primary sources? Your approach should be
explained clearly. You should operationalize any key variables here. You should also
present your vision for the general structure of the thesis, outlining what information will
appear in subsequent chapters.
Part VI. Tentative Conclusions (1-2 pages)
This section allows you to offer tentative conclusions on your research. What do you expect
to find? What are the possible problems with your research?
Part VII. Bibliography
Your bibliography is an extremely important part of your thesis, and should not be an
afterthought. All works consulted and cited in your research should appear in your
bibliography.
6

Appendix 3:
Thesis Format Guidelines
The final draft of your thesis is to be printed on white paper in high quality print, doublespaced, with pages numbered. The first page of each chapter should have both a chapter
number and a title in larger, bold type, centered on the page. Be sure you have made all
corrections before printing; pen-and-ink corrections in the final copy are not acceptable.
The thesis must be properly documented with footnotes and it must include a Bibliography at
the end (alphabetized and in proper format). Consult with your thesis adviser about the
specific citation style appropriate to the disciplinary approach of your thesis topic. A senior
thesis that does not demonstrate competence in scholarly citation will not pass.
The thesis must also contain a title page, which includes the full statement of the
Washington College Honor Pledge and your signature. A sample title page is attached to
this document; please adapt it for your use. There must be a Table of Contents, and other
elements may also be needed, e.g., List of Figures. The Table of Contents should include
each major section: Preface and/or Introduction, each chapter by number and title,
Bibliography, and any other element (such as List of Figures or an appendix). The page
number of each element should be given, in a tabbed column. Each of these elements starts
on a fresh page and has a heading in the same format as a chapter title. The thesis document
must also contain an abstract that includes separately listed keywords.
You are required to submit one copy of the thesis, which will not be returned.
**Remember that your thesis must be submitted no later than April 18, 2014.**
Your adviser will let you know whether or not your thesis has passed by the last day of
spring classes. If your thesis merits a passing mark, then you will be required to submit the
final, approved version to Miller Library for electronic archiving as per instructions you will
receive from your adviser.
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Appendix 4:
Sample Title Page
Title:
Sub-Title (if one)

A thesis submitted to the Faculty of
the International Studies Program in
partial fulfillment of the requirements
of the degree of Bachelor of Arts

By
(Your name)
Washington College
April (day), 2014
Adviser: Dr. (insert adviser name)

I pledge my word of honor that I have
abided by the Washington College Honor
Code while completing this assignment.
--------------------------------------------------------------------(Your signature)
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Appendix 5:
Thinking like a researcher …
Most often, when professors ask you to write a research paper, they aren’t asking you to
collect all the information or “facts” you can find about a subject and put them together into
an essay. Instead, you might think of your goal in this way: By researching what others have
already said about your topic, you’ll gain a better understanding of its significance and arrive
at an informed opinion or perspective of your own.
Developing your own perspective requires that you move beyond a general sense of your
topic to a more specific question or problem that makes your topic interesting or
controversial. Consider the following questions and how they might help you to focus a
research topic:
* What makes you interested in your topic? Why do you think it is significant?
* Why might someone else be interested in your topic?
* What makes your topic controversial? What differing opinions or perspectives are
involved?
* What problems or questions are posed by your topic? In other words, aside from
your own curiosity, why is it necessary to examine your topic?
* How does your topic overlap with the things you have been reading so far or the
issues you have discussed in class? Do any terms or concepts you have encountered
help you to understand or explain the problems posed by your topic?
Trying to answer those questions as you begin researching your topic will help you process
the sources you discover and determine which ones are most worthwhile. As you read and
take notes on your sources, keep a few other things in mind:
* Research is a process of discovery. You shouldn’t be surprised if
you find yourself reevaluating the opinion or perspective you started out
with. You might even change your mind several times in the process.
* Don’t wait until the end of your research process to write. Take notes and
write out your observations as you go. By doing that, you’ll discover more
about your own perspective and begin to see connections among your
sources.
* Think of the research process as a conversation with the authors you are
citing. How would the authors respond to each other? What are their main
points? Where does your perspective fit in, and what questions would you
ask the authors? Which points do you agree or disagree with?
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Appendix 6:
TIPS FOR WRITING YOUR SENIOR THESIS
Getting started
You’ve already prepared a working outline for your thesis, but where do you go from
here?








Breakdown your research into manageable chunks. Break these down until you are
almost at the paragraph level.
Read the footnotes and the bibliographies of all of the sources you look at (even if
you got nothing out of the article). Sometimes the most valuable information is in the
least obvious place.
Be critical of your sources. There are many terrific sites on the Internet, but there are
also many bad ones. If you have a question about the appropriateness/legitimacy of a
source, ask your advisor.
Set aside time devoted solely to your thesis – even if it is only a couple of hours a
week at first. Build it into your schedule as you would a class.
Know yourself. Do you work better in the morning or are you an evening person?
Are you a self-starter or do you need regular appointment to keep you on schedule?
Be rigorously honest with yourself about your study habits and seek guidance when
you know you need it.
Remember – your advisor wants you to succeed. Criticisms of your work are not
personal, and are only meant to help you in the long term.

Organization and Practical Hints










Start writing early. If you start now, it won’t be so overwhelming later.
Develop a filing system by establishing a research log or journal and research
document system.
Establish a file for all drafts. Think of it as an insurance policy.
Have a folder for each chapter and put into it copies of all results, analyses, papers,
etc. If you do this, your thesis will begin to write itself.
Back up your work regularly. Your computer will betray you at the worst possible
moment. At minimum this should include an email back-up of chapter drafts.
Be mindful of due dates and build these into your plan.
Sometimes it only has to be good enough. Don’t get caught up in perfectionism until
you are ready for the final product.
Develop a series of rewards that work for you: “I can go to the Fish Whistle or catch
the game after I finish this paragraph/section/reading.”
Create a comfortable working environment: listen to classical music, make sure you
have a comfy chair, have your favorite munchies nearby. It is too easy to be
distracted when you are not comfortable.
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Writing Tips













Write down as much as possible without worrying too much about the detail. You
can take it out later.
Don’t be afraid to ditch something if it is not working. Stop fretting about the time
you spent on it and move on.
Don’t leave it open to interpretation. Tell me what you are going to tell me, tell me,
and then tell me what you’ve told me.
Be mindful in your writing. Stay on the topic and be consistent.
Set clear goals for each week or day. They don’t have to be big goals to be effective.
Use your outline. It will boost your confidence and give you something to measure
your progress against.
Don’t get bogged down. If something isn’t working, take a break or move to another
topic.
If you can’t write it, draw it.
Keep it short and simple. Your writing should be clear. Break down long sentences
and avoid pretension in your writing.
Keep it in the past. Avoid the trap of predicting the future, it will date your work.
Ask yourself the following questions when you are reviewing your drafts: does the
content match the title; is the content within each section appropriate; is the sequence
logical; is the citation/documentation appropriate?
Find a “thesis buddy”: Help each other by reviewing drafts and proofreading, or
setting common goals.
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International Studies SCE Evaluation Rubric
Student: _______________________

In Progress / Final Score (circle one)

Advisor: _Prof. _________ Semester/Year: __________

Thesis Title:
________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________

Excellent
5

Good
4

Fair
3

Poor
2

Fail
1

Weighted
Score
(x 2)

B. Methodology (5%): Does the
student employ an appropriate
methodology to answer the research
question? Does the student fully
explain the rationale for using the
method in the thesis?

5

4

3

2

1

(x 1)

C. Command of Literature (20%):
Does the student place the research
question within the context of an
inter-disciplinary International Studies
literature? Does the literature review
provide a fair picture of the state of
knowledge on the topic and closely
related topics?

5

4

3

2

1

(x 4)

D. Use of Sources (5%): Does the
student use a good variety and number
of appropriate sources? Specifically,
does the student rely mainly on peerreviewed sources?

5

4

3

2

1

(x 1)

E. Citation (5%): Does the student
completely and responsibly cite
references and consistently use a
recognized citation style appropriate
for the subject matter?

5

4

3

2

1

(x 1)

Objectives
A. Research Question and Thesis
Statement (10%): Does the student
develop a clear and focused research
question related to an important area
of International Studies. Is the thesis
statement well-developed?

Sub-Total of Weighted Score

[ continued overleaf ]
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Sub-Total from Previous Page
Objectives
Excellent
5

Good
4

Fair
3

Poor
2

Fail
1

Weighted
Score
(x 4)

G. Organization (5%): Is the thesis
well-organized and focused? Is there
an introduction that clearly states the
research question and lays out a clear
outline of the larger thesis? Is the
thesis clearly organized in sections
with headings? Is there a logical
flow between the sections? Does the
conclusion offer a lucid summation
of the thesis?

5

4

3

2

1

(x 1)

H. Writing Style (20%): Is the
writing style clear, concise, and
focused? Is the writing
grammatically correct and largely
error-free? Has the quality of writing
improved throughout the process?

5

4

3

2

1

(x 4)

I. Deadlines and Timeliness (10%):
Has the student met deadlines in a
consistent and timely fashion? Has
the student been fully engaged in the
learning process with the thesis
advisor, coming prepared to regular
individualized meetings?

5

4

3

2

1

(x 2)

F. Analysis (20%): Is the analytical
framework clear and appropriate?
Does the thesis avoid mere
description and instead offer analysis
for the question under study? Does
the student provide adequate
evidence from secondary research
sources for each line of reasoning?
Does the student employ tools of
original analysis (such foreign
language or primary sources, or
abroad experience) when appropriate
(such as those students pursuing
Honors?)

J. Total Score
Note: Minimum score to pass the SCE is 30 points.
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