
summer 2013	 	 Washington	College	Magazine 11

w
w

w
.w

a
s

h
c

o
ll

.e
d

u

p
h

o
to

s:
 e

b
o

n
y

 s
p

le
en

w
o

r
t 

a
n

d
 b

u
t

te
r

fl
y

 b
y

 f
ra

n
k

 M
a

r
en

g
h

i 
’4

4,
 s

a
la

M
a

n
d

er
 b

y
 b

il
l 

h
u

b
ic

k
 

 w
ashington college’s 

center for environment & 

society and the Maryland 

biodiversity project this 

spring co-sponsored the first bioblitz 

held at the college’s chester river field 

research station at chino farms. some 

56 entomologists, herpetologists, 

ornithologists, naturalists and students 

spent 24 hours probing marshes, ponds, 

creeks, fields and woods in search of as 

many species of flora and fauna as they 

could find. initial counts topped 600 

species, added many new species to the 

overall chino species list, and the first 

Queen anne’s county record of a henry’s 

elfin butterfly and a common sand-

dragon dragonfly.

It’s A BioBlitz

CloCkwise from top left: Young fronds of the ebony 
spleenwort unfurl in the sunlight; an American copper butterfly 
alights on some spring flowers; a marbled salamander pauses 
long enough for a photograph. 

Above: Audrey keruly ’13 (left) and mariko Anderson ’13 get up 
close and personal with a bullfrog while exploring ponds and 
vernal pools during the nighttime portion of the bioblitz.
below: Amanda peters ’16 examines the convolutions of a local 
snake. 


